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Clear The Way
By Brigadier General (P) John E. Sterling, Jr.
Commandant, United States Army Engineer School

A.s we prepare to begin another
fiscal year—Army year that is—
of continued remarkable, selfless,

tireless, and courageous service and
sacrifice to the Nation and our Army,
summer transitions are nearly complete and
our Army Families are back in the routine
of another school year, many with their
engineer Soldier deployed or deploying to
war. Your leaders very much recognize and
appreciate that the past five years have
been immensely difficult, challenging, and
stressful for all members of the engineer
team. We are so incredibly blessed and
grateful for your service and sacrifice.
Together, we have endured, and will continue to endure, the
challenges associated with this persistent War on Terrorism
and commitment to achieve great successes in keeping with
the ideals, freedoms, and liberties that make our country great.

We have had a great deal of senior leader transition in the
Engineer School. We welcome the new Director of DOTLD,
COL Jerry Meyer, and his family. COL Dick Hornack has
transitioned from the Concept and Development Integration
Directorate (CDID) to the Director of the Counter Explosive
Hazards Center (CEHC). Other new senior engineer leaders
serving on the MANSCEN team include COL Thomas Kula,
the Chief of Rapid Transition Division (RTD), and COL Pete
Tabacchi, Director of CDID.

I am pleased to announce another great addition to the
Fort Leonard Wood community, the Explosive Ordnance
Clearing Agent (EOCA) Course. The EOCA team will move
from Redstone Arsenal to Fort Leonard Wood in October,
and the first course to be taught here is scheduled to begin
on 26 November 2007. The EOCA Course, which is
transitioning from 6 weeks to 4 weeks, will be located in the
new CEHC facility. By moving the course to Fort Leonard
Wood, units will realize a cost savings in TDY dollars. Instead
of sending Soldiers to two locations, they can now come to
only one and receive training on multiple disciplines.

Engineers are able to provide support as required, in
accordance with the FRAGO published by MNC-I on 29 June
2007 allowing engineers to blow in place (BIP) confirmed
IEDs under certain restrictions. CEHC offers several
outstanding training opportunities that prepare Soldiers
with current counter explosive hazards techniques and
employment of contingency equipment. The Route

Reconnaissance and Clearance Course–
Sapper (R2C2–S) and Counter Explosive
Hazards Planning (CEH-P) are two key
courses offered that instruct on the planning
requirements and systems for executing
counter explosive hazards operations (with
emphasis on counter IEDs). Five courses are
offered and are available via ATRRS.
I strongly encourage leaders to maximize
attendance at these courses aimed at
defeating the greatest threat to our forces.

Safety is a matter of utmost importance,
and it is personal to all members of our team.
As an Army that conducts inherently
dangerous operations on behalf of our Nation

in training and at war, we continue to injure and lose great
members of the team. Sadly, many of the injuries and deaths are
preventable. Many occur off duty or are non-battle-related. In
reading the many accident reports, the contributing causes of
many of the injuries and deaths are quite upsetting and
disturbing. It is unbelievable that an alarming percentage of
Army Soldiers, Civilians, Families, and their loved ones don’t
use seatbelts regularly. It is an undisputable fact that seatbelt
use is the top preventive measure for injuries and deaths in
motor vehicle accidents. I highly encourage everyone to care
enough about yourself, your Families, loved ones and friends
to accept nothing less then 100% wear of seatbelts at all the
times. Your Army and Regiment care! Distracted driving caused
principally by cell phone use is another alarming and growing
trend. Seek alternatives and demand the same of your friends
and Families, to include pulling over to use a cell phone if
absolutely necessary or using approved hands-free devices.
Lastly, excessive alcohol use remains a problem for our Army,
which is exacerbated by those seeking alcohol to alleviate the
stress on the force and Family. Excessive alcohol consumption
mixed with any activity always results in serious consequences,
personally and professionally.

In closing, I’d like to extend my appreciation for the
adaptability, flexibility, and perseverance demonstrated by our
engineer team to support the War on Terrorism. I ask for your
patience and commitment as we ascend from the “trough” in
transformation; we will reap the benefits of transformation, most
notably over the next two fiscal years.

I appreciate your selfless support and sacrifices to the
development of our Soldiers and leaders. Thank you for your
service during this challenging and dynamic time in our history.


